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October 10, 2011 

To The Bourbon County Commissioners 
Bourbon County Courthouse 

Fort Scott, Kansas 66701 

Public concerns have been expressed over the treatment of delinquent taxes in Bourbon County. 
Treatment of people on the "partial payment plan" have received special attention. Accordingly, the 
commissioners asked our firm to perform additional audit procedures in the following areas: 

• Verify the proper publication of delinquent taxes. Specifically, the published list should 
include all delinquent taxpayers including those on the partial payment plan. 

• Summarize delinquent taxes each year to determine how much in delinquent taxes are not 
being paid. 

• Verify the process for tax sales and which properties are not included in the tax sales. 
Specifically determine if taxpayers on the partial payment plan are omitted from tax sales. 

• Verify whether proper interest charges are applied to delinquent taxpayers including those on 
the partial payment plan. 

BACKGROUND 
The collection of property taxes is specified in KSA 79-2001 et sec. Properties with uncollected real 
estate taxes are required to be published three consecutive weeks in August of each year. The County 
Treasurer is allowed by statute to accept partial payment of delinquent real estate taxes in accordance with 
guidelines established by the County Treasurer. Failure to perform any of the duties in relation to 
collection of taxes may result in fines or removal from office. 

The County Treasurer has established a partial payment plan in Bourbon County. Prior to January 1, 
, 

	

	2010, the County used the Infinitec accounting software to keep track of the basic fund accounting and to 
keep track of all property taxes in the County. Starting in March of 2010, the County switched the fund 
accounting to new CIC software. In November of 2010, the accounting for property taxes was switched to 
CIC as well. However, the CIC software does not have a program specifically designed for partial 
payment plans. The treasurer continued to use the old software to account for people on the partial 
payment plans until the terms of the plan were completed and/or the delinquent taxes and penalties 
(interest) were paid, at which time the collection was recorded in the new CIC accounting system. 
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